Week 1 Notes

Warm up

To warm up and get ready for learning Vietnamese the class all stood up and learned three
phrases together.

Nhan ChUng Gié-h6-va

Chua Gié-su

Mon billu t00ng

The class then made up gestures to help us remember them.

Lesson One - Introduction to the Viethamese alphabet, sounds and pronunciation.

The class received a summary of the Vietnamese alphabet and picked out the differences
between the English and Vietnamese alphabet.

Michael taught us the difference between letters with diacritical markings and the marks used to
indicate tones.

Michael has tried to find the names for the 'wok', 'hat' and 'hook' but there isn't really names for



https://docs.google.com/a/ispeakviet.com/file/d/0B9nxvo0EA8OLVVVqbGZiWkNIMWM/edit
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them, just as there is no name for the cross on the letter Q - it is simply part of the letter. We will
describe them as having a wok, hat or hook for now, but when we learn the names of the letters
this will be unnecessary and we'll move away from this.

The class then learned the tones and what they are called. And, very important, we learned
what the word DU u literally means (mark) and why it is used.

Lesson Two - Communicative Approach - Basic conversation

The Communicative Approach involves learning something, and immediately getting up and
using it several times with fellow classmates. In this way we learn by communicating! After
some instruction on how to pronounce the short conversation on the handout (BASIC
CONVERSATION SHEET)

everyone got up and practiced by having the conversation with as many people as possible and
writing down their answers. The entire course will prominently feature the Communicative
Approach.

Lesson Three - Tones and Pronunciation

The class jumped into learning some Vietnamese sounds and tones. They learned:

A/ Al / AY along with Khéng diu, diu sl c and d0u huyln.

You can find the tones and pronunciation sheets complete with practice sentences here .
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To access the audio to practice at home, click here .

10 minute Break.

Lesson Four - Numbers

The students received a handout - Introduction to Numbers - and we practiced together 1
through to 20. Michael explained the general rules and principles, and pointed out the
irregularities that we've encountered thus far. Eg, Lam, and MO 01, etc.

We learned some amazing things about the brain, you can read more about that here .
Amongst what we learned about the brain was that playing with balloons really helps us learn.
So we played with balloons as we learned to count! We have a couple of photos -

here

and

here

. Enjoy!

Lesson Five - More Tones and Pronunciation

For this tones and pronunciation lesson we learned the following sounds:
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AO/AU/AM/AN - ANG/ANH/ACOC-ATOT
By now we've also learned the remaining tones - ddu hii, ddJu nga and diu nl ng.

The handouts are here.
And Audio is here .

Lesson Six - Culture

Read the culture lesson notes here .

Lesson Seven - Field Service

Field Service Lesson. Everyone was given a small piece of paper with their basic field service
presentation (Handout - Field Service Presentation) . The different pronouns in the presentation
were introduced and explained. Advanced students were encouraged to use this presentation,
but to also augment it with more complex phrases from the Our Kingdom Ministry suggestions.

Homework

Homework sheet was handed out . Also, before going through the handout, it was instructed
that to learn Vietnamese, and indeed any new language, students must do no less than 1 hour's
homework daily.
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There was some understandably shocked faces among the students. However it was also
explained that your homework should be done in a very similar fashion to how the class was
taught. Instead of long drawn out exhaustive lessons, each lesson in class was no more than
15-20 minutes in length. Once time was up, we moved on to the next lesson. This teaching
method is called the Speed/Time method. To get rid of the lull of poor concentration that
happens in the middle of typical lessons, make each lesson short and productive which
increases concentration and retention considerably.

To do your one hour of homework a day, break it up into 4 X 15 minute blocks throughout your
day, or 6 X 10 minute blocks. It is so much easier to locate these smaller blocks of language
learning throughout your day, and is a much more effective way to do it. Bottom line: You need
to do 1 hour's homework a day, and because it's not as hard as you think, you will succeed at
learning Vietnamese.
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